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First time for facial recognition at music festival

Festival organisers have expressed widespread interest in the technology pending a successful trial.
Date  8th June 2015
By  Scott Docherty  Police Oracle
1 Comment
Portable facial recognition will be used for the first time at a music festival this year.
Strategically placed cameras will scan faces at the Download festival site in Donington before comparing it with a
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database of custody images from across Europe.
It is hoped the system will be able to scope out organised criminals who prey on music festivals and steal mobile phones.
DC Kevin Walker said: "It is one of the first times it has been trialled outside, normally it is done in a controlled
environment.
"There has also been a lot interest from other festivals and they are saying: 'If it works, can we borrow it?'"
The 2015 festival season will bring new challenges for the control of legal highs. Proposed legislation, which will ban the
production, distribution, sale and supply of new psychoactive substances in the UK and could see anyone breaking the law
sentenced to up to seven years in jail, will be debated in the House of Lords tomorrow (June 9).

Legal highs are popular and often readily on sale at festivals but event organisers have started to make restrictions on the
sale of consumption, before any legislative change is confirmed.
DC Walker added: "The terminology is 'legal' high  we can't do anything until the legislation is changed. This year will be
a tester year as far as everyone is concerned".
Some forces are looking to use section 35 orders under the AntiSocial Behaviour Act to banish sellers from outside the
event gates.
DC Walker says organised criminals sell legal highs such as nitrous oxide canisters instead of illegal substances.
However, policing operations, he adds, should try to break down the stereotype that the police "walk round in groups
telling people not to do things".
He said: "The brief to our officers is: 'If you're comfortable with your hat being tried on and you're comfortable standing
there holding a plastic crocodile with people in mankinis and things, then that is the atmosphere that we're trying to
create.'"
Leicestershire Police's work at last year's festival was lauded for its success with only 91 recorded incidents, compared to
327 in 2007.
Other recent successes in the policing of music performances include the arrest of a Romanian gang who stole huge
numbers of mobile phones from music fans.
Starting in the UK, gang members followed metal band Slipknot's tour and were eventually caught in Europe in cross
border policing operation.
Leicestershire Police now informs forces when it notices patterns of crime on certain tours.

"Our intelligence analyst sends what we know to the other areas, how many phones have gone missing and then makes
suggestions on how future incidents can be reduced," said DC Walker.
Do you have an interesting news story? Contact the newsdesk on 0203 119 3303
or alternatively get in touch via the contact form.
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